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Rollins College was
only a dream. Florida, the second
largest state east of the Mississippi
river had at that time less than 300,000 inhabitants. Northern people were beginning,
however, to discover its life-giving sunshine
and its great agricultural possibilities. Scattered over the state were a group of thirteen
Congregational churches, most of which were
struggling missionary enterprises of the
American Home Missionary Society of
which Dr. Julius H. Seelye of Amherst, was
President.
At the first annual Conference of these Pilgrim churches held on March 18, 1884, in
vVinter Park, Miss Lucy A. Cross, a graduate of Oberlin and a former instructor in
Wellesley, who was then conducting a private school in Daytona Beach, appealed
through her pastor, Rev. C. M. Bingham,
the Moderator, for the establishment of a
College "for the education of the South in
the 8outh."
On January 27-30, 1885, the pastors and
delegates from these scattered Congregational churches which comprised the General
Congregational Association of Florida, assembled in Orange City for their second an-
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nual meeting. One of those present was Dr.
Edward Payson Hooker, then pastor of the
Congregational church in Winter Park. Dr.
Hooker's contribution was a "powerful" address on the value of Christian education in
the upbuilding of a state, and the utter lack
of any such institution of college rank in
Florida. On January 29, 188,5, the Association voted that immediate steps be taken to
establish a Christian college, unsectarian in
its purpose. A committee of five was appointed to send out an open letter inviting
proposals from communities interested in
securing the location of the College.
April 14 following, the Association met
in Mt. Dora to receive its proposals. April
15 the Committee met in Winter Park to
inspect its proposed location for the College,
and on April 16 the Committee met at Orange City where the several proposals were
considered. When Winter Park's bid was
read it carried the startling news that this
tiny hamlet, which was then only about five
years old, offered in cash and property
$114,180. Of this amount $50,000 was given
by Alonzo W. Rollins of Chicago.
The vote of the Committee taken on April
17, 1885, to accept Winter Park's offer, was
unanimous. Late in the afternoon of April
17, 1885, the good news was received in
·
Winter Park.
That evening the entire village joined in
the celebration. Altar fires built on boards
covered with sand resting on the tops of
barrels were lit in front of Mr. Lyman's
home, opposite the present Virginia Inn.
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Speeches were made, and refreshments
served.
Under the leadership of F. W. Lyman of
Minneapolis and Winter Park, who with
other business men · had raised in Winter
Park the initial funds which made the college possible, the incorporation and naming
of the college took place in Sanford, April
28, 1885. The 21 charter trustees, 18 of
whom were elected by the General Congregational Association of Florida were: Rev.
J. A. Ball, New Smyrna, Fla.; Nathan Barrows, M. D., Orange City, Fla.; Rev. C. M.
Bingham, Daytona Beach, Fla.; Rev. J. B.
Clark, D. D., New Yark City; Rev. L. H.
Cobb, D. D., New Yark City; Mr. W. C.
Comstock, Chicago, Ill.; Mr. Franklin Fairbanks, St. Johnsbury, Vt.; Henry Foster, M.
D., Clifton Springs, N. Y.; Rev. S. F. Gale,
D. D., Jacksonville, Fla.; Rev. E. P. Hooker,
D. D., Winter Park, Fla.; Rev. H. D.
Kitchel, D. D., East Liverpool, O.; l\!Ir. F.
B. Knowles, Worcester, Mass.; Mr. F. W.
Lyman, Minneapolis, Minn.; Mr. A. W.
Rollins, Chicago, Ill.; Hon. A. J. Russell,
Jacksonville, Fla.; Rev. S. D. Smith, Orlando, Fla.; Rev. B. T. Stafford, Norwalk,
Fla.; Rev. J. A. Tomlinson, D. D., Longwood, Fla.; Mr. R. C. Tremain, Mount
Dora, Fla.; Rev. G. L. Walker, D. D., Hartford, Conn.; Rev. M. C. Welch, D. D.,
Pomona, Fla.
Thus was born the first institution for
higher education within the state of Florida!
It had no buildings, but it had a group of
loyal friends with both vision and courage.
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Its first administration and recitation building was the two story frame building at the
corner of Park and Welbourne Avenues.
Its first dormitory for men was the two story
frame building on the south side of Morse
Boulevard, just west of the railroad station.
Its first dormitory for women was a storyand-a-half cottage at the corner of Osceola
Avenue and Osceola Court. Its library consisted of a Bible and a second-hand Dictionary. In place of Mark Hopkins, Rollins
had as its first president the wise and kindly
Dr. Hooker who organized the first curriculum, selected the faculty, taught Bible and
Ethics, made frequent visits to the North to
raise fund s, and found time in addition to
continue his pastorate of the Winter Park
Congregational Church which he had helped
to found.
Rollins opened November 4, 1885, with a
charter faculty of five members consisting
of President E . P. Hooker, (Middlebury),
and Professors Nathan Barrows, (Western
Reserve), William Webster Lloyd, (Beloit),
Loui se Maria Abbott, (Universi ty of Vermont), and Annie Waldron Morton, (Framingham). The first student to enroll and the
fir st to receive the A. B. degree (Class of
1890) was Miss Clara Louise Guild, who
still resides in Winter Park, and who founded the Alumni Association in 1898.
Knowles Hall, the first building to rise on
the campus and cast its shadows in Lake
Virginia, was dedicated March 9, 1886. It
contained chapel, library and classrooms and
was for nearly a quarter of a century the
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heart of Rollins College. It was the gift of
F. B. Knowles, the Massachusetts industrial
leader and philanthropist whose benefactions
to Winter Park and to Rollins placed him
at the head of the early builders of town and
college.
The story of the upbuilding of Rollins
from this small beginning under a succession of such able leaders as President George
Morgan Ward and President William Fremont B\ackman . constitutes_ an important
~hapter _m the history of higher education
m Florida. Generous benefactions from
Mrs. E:dward Bo~, Andr~w Carnegie, the
Carnegie ~oundat10n, Lonng A. Chase, the
Congregat1o~al Educational Society, Otto
L. Dommench, T. Coleman duPont, Mrs.
Homer D. Gage, Elbert H. Gary, John H.
Goss, Mrs. F. B. Knowles, Charles H.
Morse, Dr. D. K. Pearsons, Cornelius A.
Pugsley, Mrs. J\· W. ~ollins, E. W. Rollins,
George A. Rollins, Milton J. Warner, Mrs.
George E. War_ren and H. H. Westinghou_se have provided buildings, endowment,
eqmpment and running expenses. Trustees
such as _W. R. O'Neal, who has served the
Board smce 1887, Franklin Fairbanks, W.
C. Comstock, L. F. Dommerich, John M.
Ch:ney, James Laug~lin, Jr., E. H. Brewer,
Mis. C~arles L. Smith, J. H. Whittemore,
~nd I:v1~g Bach~ller have given unstintingly
of their time, their money and their devotion.
. Of funda!Ilental importance in the buildmg of Rollms has been the inspiring work
of such professors as Nathan Barrows L
A. Austin, J. H. Ford, Eva J. Root, E'.
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Hills, Annie W. Morton, Louise M . Abbott,
Caroline Hills Abbott, Oliver C. Morse, R.
R. Kendall, Thomas R. Baker, Susan A.
Longwell, Frances Ellen Lord, Susan H.
Dyer, Charles K. Hoyt, Robert J. 8prague
and many others whose nobility of character,
long period of service and keen sense of
loyalty to the ideals of the teaching profession have extended throughout the country
the influence of Rollins College.
With the coming of President Hamilton
Holt in 1925, Rollins "came of age" and was
able to stand on its own feet as an independent Christian college dedicated to the high
ideals which had characterized it from its
heroic beginning.
Building upon the foundation laid by
those who had previously labored and sacrificed for Rollins, President Holt has during the past ten years added a new and
glowing chapter to its history. He came to
Rollins from· a long service as editor of The
Independent, with a fresh outlook on academic education combined with courage and
a deep devotion to the welfare of youth.
Remembering the inadequ acy of his own
experience with the lecture and quiz systems
at Yale and Columbia, he devised what is
known as the "Rollins Conference Plan".
This plan is an attempt to break clown the
barriers between the teacher and the student.
It is designed to humanize college education.
The second innovation at Rollins was the
"Achievement Plan for Graduation" which
. divides the student body into an Upper and
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a Lower Division instead of into the usual
four classes. Under this plan students advance not on the basis of credits or time
spent, but on their educational achievement,
which makes it possible for students to complete courses at a rate of speed in direct
proportion to their ability and ambition.
This Achievement Plan for Graduation individualizes the curriculum and restores the
spirit of adventure to higher education.
The third new achievement of Rollins is
economic rather than academic. Three years
ago the trustees, on President Holt's recommendation, introduced the "Unit-Cost Plan",
under which all students who can afford to
do so are asked to pay the actual cost of a
year's education at Rollins, which thus releases all the income from endowment to help
those of high promise who need financial aid.
The "New Rollins," when completed, will
be limited to 500 students, but because of
lack of accommodations the present limit is
400. The campus of 45 acres has been charted to provide exactly the buildings and
equipment for a student body of 500. Five
buildings of the New Rollins are already
completed in the colorful Mediterranean
architecture which will be used throughout.
These include Rollins dormitory for men,
Pugsley and Mayflower dormitories for
women, the beautiful Annie Russell Theatre
presented by Mrs. Edward Bok and th~
Knowles Memorial Chapel, pre~ented by
Frances Knowles Warren whose father gave
the first Knowles Hall fifty years ago. The
present Chapel was designed by Ralph
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Adams Cram, the noted ecclesiastical architect, in Spanish Gothic, and is considered
one of the three most beautiful structures in
Florida. Mrs. Homer Gage, another daughter of Francis B. Knowles, has been a generous benefactor of the Chapel, having donated the majestic Skinner Organs and the
beautiful bronze grill work of the chancel.
In addition to these five beautiful buildings, President Holt has added, during his
administration of ten years, more than one
million dollars to the general endowment of
the College, and both the faculty and student
body have been more than doubled. The
present student body is drawn from 32
states and five foreign countries, making it
one of the most cosmopolitan college groups
in the country.
As a fitting climax to the observance of
the founding of Rollins College the Public
Works Administration of the United States
Government has authorized a loan of
$275,000 for five new dormitories. They
will be ready for occupancy as Rollins enters
its second half-century of progress.
Today Rollins College is a daring dream
in the process of fulfillment. It has not "arrived"-and it is hoped it never will. It
stands confidently on the threshold of its
second half-century still seeking new ways
to serve the youth, not only of Florida but
of the entice United States.
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